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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
S~  PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
NS DE 08-139 !
. PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
Petition for Authority to Serve a
Single Customer in Lempster
\(\) Order Nisi Approving Petition

ORDER NO. 24,933
January 16, 2009
On October 29, 2008, Public Service
Company of New Hampshire (PSNH) filed
a petition pursuant to RSA 374:22 and
26 for permission to serve a single cus-
tomer, Lempster Wind LLC (Lempster
Wind), within the New Hampshire Electric
Cooperative’s (NHEC) franchise area in the
Town of Lempster. Lempster Wind is a 24 |
megawatt wind-powered generation source.
PSNH's petition states that, during start-up,
Lempster Wind's turbines require power at
avoltage that NHEC cannot provide without
upgrades to its system. Further, PSNH will
provide Lempster Wind with start-up power
and NHEC will provide the customary elec-
tric service to the Lempster Wind site for its |
project office, area lighting, maintenance
buildings, as well as any other load that can
be served through NHEC existing facilities.
As described in the petition, Lempster
Wind needs electric service at a higher aux-,|
iliary voltage than the service provided byl
NHEC to provide the electromagnetic induc-*
tion to begin generating electricity from the
wind turbines in two instances: 1) during
the initial start-up of the first wind gen-
erator and 2) in the restarting of the wind
‘peoyrbines after they have been' shut down
J1rige to excess wind or lack of wind. PSNH
~ Stated that, following these shut down pe-
riods, when the wind speeds return to ac-
ceptable levels for generating, the turbine
blades will spin with the wind; however, a
current of electricity at an appropriate volt-
age must be delivered to the generator in |
order to induce a magnetic field to produce
electrical energy. Because PSNH is inter-
e connecting the wind project to receive the
power generated by the project, PSNH can
supply this auxiliary power directly at the |
required 34.5 kilovolt (kV) level. PSNH also *
stated that it will not have to install any ad-
ditional facilities to supply service because
the metering installed to record generation
by Lempster Wind will also record any us-
age by Lempster Wind. PSNH noted that, if
NHEC were to supply the requisite a
power, NHEC would need to extend its cur-
rent 12 KV circuit as well as upgrade the
line to three-phase and step up the voltage
at the site to 34.5 kV.

PSNH noted that the location of Lempster
Wind's generators is not contiguous to the
small franchise territory that PSNH cur-
rently serves within the Town of Lempster.
If its petition is granted, PSNH suggested
that there is no need to redraw the fran-
chise boundary between PSNH and NHEC
because only one portion of the service is
provided to a single customer, Lempster
Wind. PSNH attested that Lempster Wind
and NHEC concur with its petition and, pur-
suant to RSA 374:26, when all parties are in
agreement, the Commission may grant the
Ppermission requested without a hearing.

Staff filed its recommendation on Janu-
ary 12, 2009. Staff indicated that PSNH
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